
 

Sunday, May 8, 2011  

Editorial: Well done 
Kasich and House put Ohio on sustainable path after predecessors failed  
Considering the budget nightmare facing Gov. John Kasich and the legislature, the measure passed by the 
House last week is a remarkable achievement. 

An $8 billion budget hole has been eliminated, and though the pain of cuts will felt throughout the state, Ohio 
will be on a sounder fiscal footing in two years when the next biennial budget is put together. 

Equally remarkable - in a negative way - are those who slam this achievement. That's because some of them 
had a hand in digging the hole from which Kasich is trying to pull the state. 

Former House speaker and now House Minority Leader Armond Budish criticizes the painful cuts included in 
Kasich's budget proposal. 

But those cuts are necessary precisely because Budish and former Gov. Ted Strickland didn't do their job - 
truly balancing the state's budget - when they controlled the governor's office and the House two years ago. 

Faced with a vast gulf between revenue and what they wanted to spend, Budish and Strickland should have 
been the ones making budget cuts in the 2010-11 budget. 

Instead, they papered over the shortfall by grasping at every accounting trick and one-time revenue source 
available - and, in the stimulus-fueled environment, there were plenty - to avoid the fundamental 
restructuring that Ohio's budget needed. 

That left their successors with an $8 billion time bomb. 

Kasich and House Republicans deserve immense credit for producing a budget proposal that deals with that 
reality rather than finding yet another way to put it off. 

Read the Rest of the Editorial Here: 
http://www.dispatch.com/live/content/editorials/stories/2011/05/08/well-done.html?sid=101   
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